Digging Deeper During the Week!

We live a life worth dying for and sacrifice is cexample from the Lord
JesusThreaded all through the New Testament the subjeatir
sacrifice for the Kingdom of Jesus is expressedexpthined. .

Monday Sacrifice is What Jesus Did for Us!
May 5 John 18.1-11

Living life on purpose means adopting and adaptnglives to the
purposes of God. Jesus shows us that sometimesuttpeise means loss.

* As Jesus goes into the garden, he ventured intedhey of the
shadow of death’ obeying God'’s purpose. Dan yogrites a time
when God has called you to give up in order to jgoouthe next step
in His plan for your life?

¢ Jesus did not shirk his responsibility or the ingieg shame and
pain. He boldly declared himself twice to his petgers. What does
this teach you of the importance of ‘standing fa faith’ when God
calls you to step up and be counted, no mattecdabt?

Tuesday Sacrifice is the Core of Being Christ’s!
6-May Romans 12.1-2

The will of God is perfect for our lives and thatlwegins with
becoming a ‘living sacrifice’.

* Sacrifices die. Making our bodies a ‘living sa@&i means we are
‘the living dead’ physically. Our bodies, while\adj are accounted
to our hearts and souls, and to God, as dead. imsformations
would have to happen in your life to make thisalitg?

* This sacrifice of our body is specific and requisamoment to
understand. What are the elements of the sacrifexgioned in this
passage? What do you have to do to become a ‘Isacgfice’?
What will you experience once you have become one?

Wednesday Sacrifice is a Lifestyle We Imitate fronChrist!
7-May Ephesians 5.1-2

Sacrifice requires a model to follow, because weroflo not understand
how and what exactly God requires of us.

* We are to become ‘mimics’ of God, just as childmgmic the
actions of their parents on Earth. Being very pcattwhere do we
discover the actions and attitudes of God, ourdi&tin order to
mimic someone, what kind of time do you need taodpeith them?

“I am focusing all my energies on this one thingrgetting the past and looking forward to what

lies ahead.”Philippians 3:13 (NLT)
© Dr. Matthew Lee Smith, 2008

* This passage focuses us on one specific aspead$ Gehavior to
mimic ... what is it? Who do we see this behaviott i€z As you
contemplate living this, the extended passage (®idjrasts God’s
love with our normal tendencies. What distincticome to mind as
you conside these contrasts? How can you be moirgy®

Thursday Sacrifice for Others Should Cause Us to Reice!
8-May Philippians 2.12-18

Joy comes from ‘working out’ our salvation in evéay life. This takes
some calculating and evaluating to make our wondsvealk match.

* Obedience to Jesus — mimicking what God has calléd be and
do — can be a challenge. What words describe tioti@ms this
should bring to one’s life if they are working samely on having
God work effectively in and through their lives {1237

* As we work through this new life of obedience aadr#ice, there
is a motivation — an end purpose — to all of ofmrefWhat does
this text tell us that should be (15-16)? How dibés help us?

Friday Sacrifice Daily Through Praise and Good Woks!
9-May Hebrews 13.15-16

Sacrifice is sometimes found in the most unusueades!

* Why would praise be a sacrifice? How can tellingiGow great
He is be a ‘painful death’ of our self?

* Why would sharing with others and doing good besaared a
self-death act of sacrifice? What dies when weeshad do good?

Saturday Sacrifice Today Yields a Crown of Righteosness
Tomorrow!
10-May 2 Timothy 4.6-8

Sacrifice on Earth is motivated by Jesus’ rewardéaven!

* Paul’s testimony is that there comes a time whigiestyle of
sacrifice has run its course. What does he ideatifthe markers of
such a stage in the life of sacrifice (6-7)?

* As we mimic the attitude and heart of Jesus Chyisterving those
who are in need by means of sacrificing His persooiavenience
and comfort, we discover there is something resefweus in
eternity. What does a crown imply? How does thisoemage us?



